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The Center for Strategic & Internaiond Studies hdd a discussion regarding the recent
developments in the negotiationson Iran® nudear program and what implicationsthese
developments could have on U.S. policy. Pandistsinduded Zbigniew Brzezinski, former
Nationd Security Advisor to President Jmmy Carter, Gen. Brent Scowcr oft (Ret.), former
Nationd Security Advisor to Presidents Gerald Ford and GeorgeH.W. Bush, and David

| gnatius, Assodate Editor and Columnist for theWashington Pog. Bob Schieffer, CBS NewsO
Chief Washington Correspondent and hod of Face the Nation served as modeator.

Brzezinski stated that Unde Secretary of State William BurnsOpresence at last weekend®
meetingswith thelranianswas a postive step asit broughtthe U.S. into thetalks. However, he
cautioned that the mere presence of Burnswould not be effective unlessthe U.S. dropped
itsdemand that Iran suspend enrichment asa precondition to negotiation. Brzezini said
tha Iran would not concede something it sees as aright for the ability to negotiate. When asked
by Schieffer if theU.S. could live with anudear Iran, Brzezinski stated it would not be
desirable, but deterrence can work asIran is steeped in traditiond statecraft and has displayed a
rationd calculusonwhich they base their decison-making.

Continuing on thetopic of anudear Iran, Brzezini stated that war with Iran would be an
absolute disaster that would bogdown the U.S. for decades in aregiond conflict. He criticized a
policy that would leaveall options on thetable asit would obstruct negotiations by making
Iran feel threatened and think they need nuclear weapons, whilerallying nationalist forces
within Iran. With military force as an option, it becomes alegitimate padlicy if negotiations
breakdown. Brzezinki suggested tha the U.S. negotiate unconditiondly and give Iran openings
with the possibility of strengthened sanctionsif they are uncoopeative. He also suggested that
Iran gain rewardsas well asthelifting of sanctionsfor sugpenson of enrichment.

Scowcr oft said that BurnsOpresence at last weekend® negotiationswere a postive sign as it
broughtthe U.S. solidly into talks even thoughlran@® response was disappointing. Scowcroft
claimed tha whether the U.S. can live with anudear Iran is not asimportant as the broader
effectsanudear Iran would have. A nuclear Iran, according to Scowcr oft, would lead to a
surgein nuclear proliferation asregional stateswould seek nuclear weaponsto prepare
themselvesfor a new type of world. Inlightof increased proliferationtheU.S. mug dissuade
Iran from ther current course as thar neighbois will respondand they ultimately will beless
secure.
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On howtheU.S. should negotiate with Iran, Scowcroft remarked tha the U.S. should refrain
fromframingthesituaionin military terms. He stated that since Iranisinternally divided
and hasvery opaque decision-making ingtitutionsit ishard to know their motives and
interests, making military threatsless effective. He said theU.S. mug movedowly and
ddiberately so notto embolden thehardlinersin Iran, while showing asolid lineon sanctions
and giving them an opening so they have away out withoutlosngface. Scowcroft suggested
tha the U.S. propo to provide highly subsdized nudear fud unde UN supeavisionto Iranin
exchangefor permanent sugpenson of enrichment. This proposl, Scowcroft conduded, would
be successful asit would appedl to thelranian people and thoe in theregime willing to
negotate.
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