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The Center for ReligiousFreedomat the Hud=on Ingditute hed a discussion with Bishop
Thomas of the El-Qussiaand Mair Diocese in Upper Egypt Thediscussion dedlt with
experiences of Egypt@ Coptic Christian community. The Bishoptalked aboutimportant issues
facing the Copts, induding religiousfreedom, thegrowth of Ilamic identity, and tensons
between the Mudim and Coptic communities.

TheBishopstated that Copts and Mudims are fundamentally divided in thar vision of Egyptian
identity. The Copts see themselves and thar culture as Egyptian, while Mudimsin Egypttend
to look more towards Arabia and view Egypt within tha context. Accordingto the Bishop,the
Copts feel like they must isolate their culture and socially withdraw to prevent Egypt’s
creeping Islamization from threatening their heritage. TheBishopcited theeduction
system as an example where Copts were not allowed to express thar culture and are forced into
beng sodaized into an Arab and Idamic congtiousness. He stated that Egypi® govenment
ignores the nation@religiousstrife and does not seek to actively address its causes.

In order to hdp ther situaion in Egypt, the Bishop said tha the Copts mug unite to press ther
demands, work with modeate Mudims, andtry to engage Egyptianson the basis of real
religiousdidlogue The Bishop said that he distrusted the Muslim Brotherhood, but he says
that the threat to the Copts is inherent in Egypt’s general atmosphere, which rejects
tolerance of others. The Copts become victims of thisintolerant atmospheae because they
threaten the concept of Egyptbeing apurely Ilamic or Arab state. TheBishopthen criticized
theinability of Coptsto gan nominaionsfor parliament throughparties and having to accept
token appointments from the govenment. He also said the church had to step up sodal services
to compensate for the central govenment@ neglect in providing services. TheBishop conduded
on an optimistic note saying tha despite Coptimmigration the community was strongand would
survive.
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