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Hudson Institute 

“Egypt’s Coptic Christians: The Experience of the Middle East’s 
Largest Christian Community During a Time of Rising 

Islamization” 
1015 15th St. NW, Betsy and Walter Stern Conference Room, 18 July 2008, 12 PM 

 
The Center for Religious Freedom at the Hudson Institute held a discussion with Bishop 
Thomas of the El-Qussia and Mair Diocese in Upper Egypt.  The discussion dealt with 
experiences of EgyptÕs Coptic Christian community.  The Bishop talked about important issues 
facing the Copts, including religious freedom, the growth of Islamic identity, and tensions 
between the Muslim and Coptic communities.  
 
The Bishop stated that Copts and Muslims are fundamentally divided in their vision of Egyptian 
identity.  The Copts see themselves and their culture as Egyptian, while Muslims in Egypt tend 
to look more towards Arabia and view Egypt within that context.  According to the Bishop, the 
Copts feel like they must isolate their culture and socially withdraw to prevent Egypt’s 
creeping Islamization from threatening their heritage.  The Bishop cited the education 
system as an example where Copts were not allowed to express their culture and are forced into 
being socialized into an Arab and Islamic consciousness.  He stated that EgyptÕs government 
ignores the nationÕs religious strife and does not seek to actively address its causes. 
 
In order to help their situation in Egypt, the Bishop said that the Copts must unite to press their 
demands, work with moderate Muslims, and try to engage Egyptians on the basis of real 
religious dialogue.  The Bishop said that he distrusted the Muslim Brotherhood, but he says 
that the threat to the Copts is inherent in Egypt’s general atmosphere, which rejects 
tolerance of others.  The Copts become victims of this intolerant atmosphere because they 
threaten the concept of Egypt being a purely Islamic or Arab state.  The Bishop then criticized 
the inability of Copts to gain nominations for parliament through parties and having to accept 
token appointments from the government.  He also said the church had to step up social services 
to compensate for the central governmentÕs neglect in providing services.  The Bishop concluded 
on an optimistic note saying that despite Copt immigration the community was strong and would 
survive. 


