
 
 

Greetings from the Project on Middle East Democracy!  

  

Last week Congress returned from the two-week Easter recess and had a busy week with 
particular focus on Iraq, as members of Congress received reports from many sources 
ahead of this week's return of General Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker on Capitol Hill.  In 
the Middle East, the run-up to tomorrow's municipal elections in Egypt was marred by 
widespread protests, crackdowns, and arrests.  In Turkey, the Constituional Court agreed to 
hear a case calling for the ban of the ruling AKP Party as undermining Turkey's secularism.  
This week debate in Washington will again be dominated by Iraq, with seven hearings on 
the country, including four featuring the testimony of Crocker and Petraeus.   

  
For more detailed coverage of the debates surrounding U.S. foreign policy and the prospects 
for democracy in the Middle East, be sure to check out POMED's blog, the POMED Wire. 
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Legislation  
 

On Tuesday (4/1) Sen. Robert Casey (D-PA) of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee introduced Senate resolution S.RES.494, expressing the sense of the Senate 
on the need for Iraq's neighbors and other international partners to fulfill their pledges 
to provide reconstruction assistance to Iraq.  The bill also encourages the consideration 
of an Iraq Study Group recommendation that American funds for Iraqi reconstruction be 
merged with other funds from the international community to help ñensure that 
assistance projects in Iraq are carried out in the most rapid and efficient manner 
possible.ò 
 
On Wednesday (4/2), the Rep. Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) introduced resolution 
H.CON.RES.321, expressing the need for a more comprehensive diplomatic initiative led 
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by the United States, Iraq, and the international community.  The bill urges the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Iraq Study Group calling for direct 
engagement of Iran and Syria and ña renewed and sustained commitment by the United 
States to a comprehensive Arab-Israeli peace on all fronts,ò as well as a ñcomprehensive 

regional stability plan for Iraq, which shall include diplomatic, political, and economic 
strategic measures.ò 
 
On Thursday (4/3) Sen. Arlen Specter  (R-PA) introduced Senate resolution S.RES.499  
urging Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas , who is also the head of the 
Fatah Party, to officially abrogate the 10 articles in the Fatah Constitution that call for 
Israel's destruction and terrorism against Israel, oppose any political solution, and label 

Zionism as racism.   
 
On Thursday (4/3), Sen. Edward Kennedy  (D-MA) sponsored S.RES.501, a resolution 
honoring the sacrifice of the members of the United States Armed Forces who have been 
killed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 
 

Committee Hearings  
 

On Tuesday (4/1), the Senate Foreign Relations Committee  held a hearing on the 
"The Situation in Iraq," with testimony from Dr. Stephen S. Kaplan , Vice Chairman, 
National Intelligence Council and Mr. Alan R. Pino , National Intelligence Officer for Near 
East, National Intelligence Council. Chairman Joseph Biden  (D-DE) presided.  

 
On Wednesday (4/2), the Senate Foreign Relations Committee  held a hearing 
entitled, "Iraq After the Surge: Military Prospects." Featured witnesses were General 
Barry McCaffrey, USA (Ret.), President, BR McCaffrey Associates LLC, Adjunct Professor 
of International Affairs, United States Military Academy; Lt. General William E. Odom, 
USA (Ret.), Senior Advisor, Center for Strategic and International Studies, Former 
Director, National Security Agency; Ms. Michele Flournoy, President, Center for New 

American Security; Maj. Gen. Robert H. Scales, Jr., USA (Ret.), Former Commandant US 
Army War College, CEO/President, Colgen, LP.  Committee Chairman Joseph Biden (D-
DE) and Ranking Member Dick Lugar (R-IN) gave opening statements. 
 
On Wednesday (4/2), Senate For eign Relations Committee  held a hearing entitled, 
"Iraq After the Surge: Political Prospects." Testimony was given by Mr. Yahia Said, 
Director for Middle East and North Africa, Revenue Watch Institute; Dr. Stephen Biddle, 
Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations; Mr. Nir Rosen, Fellow, New York University 
Center on Law and Security. Committee Chairman Joseph Biden  (D-DE) gave an 
opening statement. 
 
On Wednesday (4/2), the Subcommittee on the Middle East and South Asia of the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs  held a hearing entitled, "Strategic Chaos and 
Taliban Resurgence in Afghanistan."  Testimony was given by Lieutenant General David 

W. Barno , USA (Ret.), Director, Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies, 
National Defense University; Seth G. Jones , Ph.D., Political Scientist, The RAND 
Corporation; Mark Schneider , Senior Vice President, International Crisis Group. 
Subcommittee Chairman Gary Ackerman  (D-NY) gave an opening statement. 
 
On Thursday (4/3), the Senate Committee on Foreign Re lations  held a hearing 
entitled, ñIraq 2012: What Can it Look Like, How do We Get There?ò Committee 
Chairman Senator Joseph R. Biden presided over the hearing and gave opening remarks, 
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in addition to Senator Dick Lugarôs opening remarks. The panel of witnesses included 
Professor Carole OôLeary, Program Director, Scholar in Residence, Center for Global 
Peace, American University, Dr. Dawn Brancati, Fellow, Institute of Quantitative Social 
Studies, Harvard University, The Honorable Carlos Pascual, Vice President, Director of 

Foreign Policy, Brookings Institution, Dr. F. Gregory Gause, III, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, University of Vermont, and Dr. Terrence K. Kelly, Senior Operations 
Researcher, RAND Corporation. For POMEDôs full notes on the hearing, click here. 

 
 

In Washington  
 
Reacting to Basra while NATO Discusses Afghanistan:  Many reacted last week to 
the fighting in the Iraqi city of Basra, with some claiming that it represented a struggle 
for Shia supremacy, while others discussed the weaknesses of the Iraqi security forces 
and the doomed nature of the strike. Some analyzed the current fighting as another 
incident in a long trend of intra-Shia combat and worried that Republican politicians will 
use the Basra conflict as a justification for maintaining high troops levels. There were 
some who supported the Bush administrationôs right to extradite American prisoners to 

Iraq for crimes committed in that country while others highlighted Iranôs forgotten 
assistance to the Bush administrationôs efforts in Iraq.  
 
Many felt that stability cannot be based on military success alone, but that civic 
participation is key, in addition to regional assistance, to the security of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and ultimately also to the security of the United States. U.S. representative 

to the U.N. Zalmay Khalilzad, like many others, expressed their opinion that Afghanistan 
was the centerpiece of the NATO summit in Bucharest, with some criticizing NATO for 
being thin on detail and others feeling that a shift in U.S. military strategy is leading to 
real progress in eastern Afghanistan. 
 
Contradictory U.S. Relations with Arab Countries:  Many commented last week that 
Libyan President Moammar  Qadaffi  unfairly receives full diplomatic relations with the 

United States despite maintaining an oppressive regime, causing some to question how 
far Libya has come towards democracy. Meanwhile, some see the U.S. reluctance to call 
for more democracy amid rising tensions in Bahrain as evidence of fears that 
parliamentarians may turn against Americaôs naval base in Bahrain. Also, some charged 
the Bush Administration of neglecting contempt for press freedom while continuing to 
supply the Egyptian military with $2 billion a year. There were accusations that the Bush 
administration is weakening the State Department, and protecting oil interests which in 
turn end up contributing to conflicts of the contemporary Middle East.  

 
2008 Candidates and Foreign Policy: Hillary Clinton  promised she would be deeply 
involved in Mideast peace while others felt an Obama presidency can question how and 
why the United States went into Iraq. Many expressed weariness of John McCain ôs 
willingness for more wars in the óKoran-zone,ô while some felt McCain was trying to 
distance himself from the Bush administration. 

 
Also Worth Reading  

 
Middle East Progress  features a new commentary by Brian Katulis  that argues against 
seeing democratic reform in the region as incompatible with progress on Iraq, Iran, or 
the Arab-Israeli conflict.  Instead, he argues that supporting reform of governance in the 
region should be an integrated component of policy toward the region, and he identifies 
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three key shifts needed in the U.S. approach to democracy promotion that could help 
such efforts ñreinforce initiatives to address the broader challenges.ò 
 
Also, POMEDôs Stephen McInerney  has written an article examining President Bushôs 

budget request for fiscal year 2009 and what it means for democracy in the Arab world. 
 
 

In the Middle East  
 
Upcoming Municipal Elections and Pr otests in Egypt:  Ahead of tomorrowôs 
municipal elections in Egypt, hundreds of members of the Muslim Brotherhood were 
reported to have staged demonstrations across northern Egypt, with more than 800 
members, like Muhammed Shawkat al-Malt, detained. The protests and demonstrations 
culminated in  large demonstrations and strikes across Egypt, which were nonviolent in 
Cairo and most other cities, but turned violent in Mahalla el-Kobri as government offices 
were burned and looted amid arrests and clashes between protestors and police.  
Yesterdayôs strikes were notable for their size, and because they were largely organized 
via online blogs and on Facebook. Meanwhile, many see Egyptôs growing food and 

inflation woes having huge political consequences, including the large-scale strikes and 
demonstrations as seen yesterday. 

 
Turkey ôs Court Moves Against the AKP:  After its most senior court unanimously 
agreed to consider a case calling for the banning of the ruling Justice and Development 
(AK) party and for the prime minister to be barred from office, some argued that 

Turkeyôs future is looking decidedly more unsure while others wondered whether this is 
really motivated by the fact that the countryôs secular establishment now finds itself out 
of power. Many felt Prime Minister  Erdogan  is keeping Turkish democracy on track 
while others argued that the fact such an issue is being played out in court speaks well 
of Turkeyôs maturation as a democratic society. Others commented on what could be 
seen as deteriorating American-Turkish relations. 
 

Response to Damas cus Arab Summit:  Many claimed the Arab Summit in Damascus 
will be remembered for highlighting divisions among the Arab leaders, with Lebanon and 
others boycotting while Syrian President Bashar al - Assad  denied interference in 
Lebanon, culminating in reports that the summit failed to achieve any breakthrough on 
Lebanon. The summit stimulated much discussion on the need for engagement with 
Syria, better US knowledge of the current situation in Lebanon, engagement with the 
Lebanese Shia, the viability of Arab League summits, and the upcoming tribunal over the 
assassination of former Lebanese President Rafiq Hariri , with United Nations 
Investigator Daniel Bellemare  already saying a ñcriminal networkò killed Hariri.  
 
New Pakistani Cabinet:  After Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf  swore in a new 
cabinet, many commented on the impact for U.S.-Pakistan relations while the new 
cabinet pledged to reinstate within a month about 60 senior judges who were purged by 
Musharraf last year. 

 
Media, Law and Reform in the Region:  In a response to Noah Feldmanôs piece on 
Islamic law, some rejected Feldmanôs notion that Shariah is the right choice, or even a 
desired choice, for governments in the Middle East. There was also an examination of 
why women are trafficked in the Muslim World and a look at womenôs political 
participation in the Gulf. There were also reports of derision of Facebook in Saudi Arabia 
and Afghani condemnation of television shows that go ñagainst the beliefs and traditions 
of the Islamic society of Afghanistan.ò  
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Also Worth Reading  

 
For the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Michael Meyer -Resende  

examines Moroccoôs electoral system, concluding that the system is not as bad as widely 
believed, and that political fragmentation in Morocco cannot be fully explained by the 
electoral system, and that other factors must be responsible.   
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