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The Woodrow Wilsorinternational Center for Scholanssted dalk discussingvhether
Morocco is on the path to democratizatiaboubakr Jamai, Former Publisher dfe Journal
HebdomadairgCasablanca)iscussedhe electoral process, theform of the women status
law, and a formal recognition of the regimeOs past human right abuses.

Aboubakr Jamai began his remarks by framing the Moroccan dilemma with an economic view:
in 2004, the World Bank published a report mapping poverty in Mordicwbng 66% of those

who live in poverty were found in rural areas. The report also found a high rate of urbanization.
Jamasargued thathe one single recurring destabilizing event in Morocco are urban riots,

not terrorism. He cited the reason for suols aredisgruntled marginalized rural people

coming to cities and not finding the necessary infrastructure to integrate them. He

continued by noting that in Morocco, there is a remarkable -wwtinomic profile for all suicide
bombers in that they albme from shantytowns outside of big Moroccan cities.

In an application of his theoryamasargued that the reason wKyng Hassan II began reforms

in the 80s that in turn gathered speed in the 90s, was because the riots were seen as a terminal
event tathe monarchy. The second reason he argued was because the regime was nudged to opel
up as a result of the end of the Cold War, which deprived it of its strategidaoiasargued that

it was a Osign that the King couldnOt get away with egregious hghtarabuses.O

In a description of Islamist movements in Moroctammnasargued that there ateo big

movements, the PJD (Party of Justice and Development), an authorized Islamist

movement, and an unauthorized banned movement, the Justice and Spirituality

Movement. While he cited that the Justice and Spirituality Movement is claimed to be the most
popular movement, he argued definitively that is by no means a marginalized movement. The
movement is banned because it doesnOt accept the religious dimetiganarfarchy, thus
explaining why they are labeled as radicals.

In an analysis of the womenOs rights is3amasargued that movemehas been in defiance of

the government since 1997. He presented the womenOs rights reforms as those that touched upor
economic and religious issues. In terms of general reforms during thatlie®ID, the twin

party to Turkey’s AKP, is argued to have made a grave political mistake around time King

Hassan died, banking on conservatism as the primary opposition to monarchy. Jamafeels

the PJD went totar, especially when looked at in comparison to the other Islamist reform
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movement that came out and said they were not opposed to reforms on thiatahtergued
thatthe terrorist attacks in 2003 caused the weakerfiad) slamist movements.

During the questioandanswer periodJamawas asked about current king of MorocKing
Mohammed VI, and his reasoning to allow reforms. Is he doing it to follow his fatherOs legacy
or for other reasonslamadoesn(ielievethatMohammad VI is dictator, and actually thinks

the king is Oa decent moral gujaa<doesnOt fedie brainpower is there to deal with the
problems at hand, and rather feelskig is “basking in the glow of a progressive young

king.O

When askedbout the future)Jamarespondedby the claim that the Omarket forces are paying
out.O He continued, noting thratlicalization of all political movements is occurring in terms
of their relationships with the monarchy. He argued that th@ressure is building up to ask

for something to be done and the civil society is wakening up.
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