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Support for democracy promotion 

as such has eroded since 2006

Transatlantic Trends 2007

Figure 3:  "Is It the Role of the U.S. To Help Establish Democracy in Other 

Countries?"
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Support for democracy promotion 

as such has eroded since 2006

Figure 4: Can U.S. Effectively Help Other Countries Become Democratic?
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Support for democracy promotion 

as such has eroded since 2006

Figure 5: Of Americans who say the U.S. should support democracy in other 

countries...
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Americans are more supportive of 

specific, narrow policies that 

indirectly promote democracy

Figure 6: Policies to Help Democracy
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Americans accept only peaceful 

means of promoting democracy

The Bush Administration's Efforts to Promote Democracy Have Been…

Very successful

2%

 Somewhat

unsuccessful

27%

Very unsuccessful

33%  Somewhat

successful

38%

NBC / Wall Street Journal, July 28, 2006



Americans accept only peaceful 

means of promoting democracy

The Bush Administration's efforts to promote democracy and freedom 

have…

 Relied too much on

military means

59% Relied too much on

diplomatic means

9%

 About the right

balance

32%

NBC / Wall Street Journal, July 28, 2006



Conclusions

 1) American rhetoric should focus on 
specific policies that support the 
development of democracy in the Middle 
East

 2) American efforts should be explicitly 
framed as peaceful and non-military

 3) Must make the case to the public that 
U.S. isolationism is not an option


