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Legislation 
 

On Tuesday, H.RES.912, sponsored by Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-NY), condemning 

the assassination of Benazir Bhutto and reaffirming the commitment of the 

American people to promote a free and democratic Pakistan, was introduced in the 

House. The bill “urges the people and Government of Pakistan to be relentless in its 

pursuit of a democratically-elected government, including the holding of free and fair 

elections at the earliest possible opportunity,” and “expresses its support for the 

freedom of the media, the ability of political parties to express their views without 

restriction, and the independence of the judiciary in Pakistan.”  It was approved in the 

House on Wednesday by a roll call vote of 413-0. 

 

On Tuesday, H.R. 4959, sponsored by Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), the Iraq 

Strategic Agreement Review Act of 2008, to provide for congressional consultation 

with respect to any long-term security, economic, or political agreement with the 

Government of Iraq, was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and to the 

Committee on Armed Services.  The bill states no funds will be made available by 

any Act of Congress with the Government of Iraq unless the agreement is in the form 

of a treaty with respect to which the Senate has given its advice and consent to 

ratification under Article II of the Constitution of the United States. 

 

On Tuesday, H.J.RES.76, sponsored by, Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-NY), 

disapproving the issuance of a letter of offer with respect to a certain proposed sale of 

defense articles and defense services to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, was referred to 

the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

 

On Friday, H.R.5084 (text not yet available), sponsored by Rep. Christopher Shays 

(R-CT), to require the Secretary of State to conduct ongoing assessments of the 

effectiveness of sanctions against Iran, and for other purposes, was referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Affairs and in addition to the Committees on Financial 

Services, Oversight and Government Reform, Ways and Means, and Agriculture.  

 

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:hr912ih.txt.pdf
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2008/roll003.xml
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:h4959ih.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:hj76ih.txt.pdf


On Thursday, H.R. 5056, sponsored by Rep Barbara Lee (D-CA), the Iran 

Diplomatic Accountability Act of 2008, to provide for the appointment of a high-

level United States representative or special envoy for Iran for the purpose of easing 

tensions and normalizing relations between the United States and Iran, was referred to 

the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

 

 

Committee Hearings 
 

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 1/16): Subcommittee on the Middle East 

and South Asia held a hearing entitled “U.S.-Pakistan Relations: Assassination, 

Instability and the Future of U.S. Policy.” The witnesses were Christine Fair , Ph.D. 

Senior Political Scientist at Rand Corporation, Ashley J. Tellis, Ph.D. Senior 

Associate at Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, and Ms. Lisa Curtis, 

Senior Research Fellow at Asian Studies Center at The Heritage Foundation. 

Subcommittee Chairman Gary L. Ackerman  (D-NY) made opening remarks. For 

POMED’s notes click here. 

 

The House Armed Services Committee (House 1/16): Subcommittee on Armed 

Services Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled “Post-Surge 

Alternatives for Iraq.” The witnesses were General John M. Keane (Ret.), Former 

Vice Chief of Staff of the Army, General Barry McCaffrey  (Ret.), President of BR 

McCaffrey Associates, LLC, the Honorable John J. Hamre, President and CEO of 

Center for Strategic and International Studies, and Mr. Christopher A. Kojm , 

Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at the Elliott School of International 

Affairs.  Subcommittee Chairman Vic Snyder (D-AR) gave opening remarks.  

 

The House Armed Services Committee (House 1/17): The full Armed Services 

Committee held a hearing entitled “Iraqi Security Forces.” Witnesses were 

Lieutenant General James M. Dubik, Commanding General of the Multi-National 

Security Transition Command-Iraq in Baghdad, and Mark Kimmett , Deputy 

Assistant Secretary for Middle Eastern Affairs. 

 

 

In Washington 
 

Last Leg of Bushôs Middle East Trip:  In President Bushôs anticipated speech in 

Abu Dhabi, many felt that he veered from advocating reforms in order to emphasize 

the threat of Iran, while some saw the speech as patronizing the people of the Middle 

East without considering their interests. Some in Washington defended Bush’s 

prioritization of spreading democracy and freedom to the world and his centrist 

policies, while others questioned the White House’s credibility on democracy, noting 

as “bizarre” his description of the Emirates “as a model society for others to 

emulate.” With regard to the Israeli-Palestinian relationship, some urged Bush to act 

beyond his rhetoric to deliver a concrete peace deal, while others noted that Bush 
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“didn’t let us forget for a minute that while this may be his last year in office, his 

feathers have not been plucked.” 

 

In Bahrain last weekend President Bush praised Bahraini King Hamad for being “on 

the forefront of providing hope for people through democracy,” sparking harsh 

criticism for failing to mention the nondemocratic nature of the regime and the many 

problems with the 2006 elections. Only days before Bushôs arrival in Bahrain, human 

rights activist Abduljalil Alsingace  tried to deliver a petition to the U.S. Embassy 

complaining about the lack of democracy in Bahrain.  Similarly, in Egypt, President 

Bush congratulated President Hosni Mubarak for “progress toward greater political 

openness is being led by the Egyptians themselves.” Not everyone saw Bush’s 

remarks as heartfelt, with many noting that “Washington backed off on pressing 

Egypt on democracy after the Muslim Brotherhood made a surprisingly strong 

showing in 2005 parliament elections.” Bush’s praise for Mubarak can also be starkly 

contrasted to the European Union’s new resolution condemning the Egyptian 

government’s human rights record. 

 

Official Notification of JDAM Deal with Saudi Arabia: As President Bush arrived 

in Riyadh last week, the State Department gave Congress official notification of the 

most controversial piece of $20 billion in arms deals proposed with the Gulf States – 

a $120 million deal to sell Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) technology to 

Saudi Arabia. Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-NY) immediately introduced a Joint 

Resolution of Disapproval in an attempt to block the sale. Congressional opposition 

had delayed official notification of the deal for months, but it now appears that this 

opposition will be insufficient to obstruct the sale, as the House Foreign Affairs 

Committee does not plan to consider the Weiner resolution. Last week many debated 

the wisdom and consequences of the deal for national security and for the hopes of 

democratic reform in Saudi Arabia.   

 

Debating U.S. Strategy Toward Iran  and Turkey: While one analyst remarked that 

many in the region are frustrated with the United States for empowering the Iranian 

government, another emphasized the current Iranian government’s declining support 

from within the country. “…Tiny chinks may be appearing in Iran’s leadership just as 

the mood turns icy on the streets.”  Meanwhile, some in Washington marked the 

recent visit by Turkish President Abdullah Gül to the White House as one of 

renewed friendliness between the two states after tension over Kurdish rebels in Iraq, 

others expressed concern that in praising Turkey’s democracy, President Bush had 

omitted the importance of secularism, ignored Turkey’s alleged slide from 

democracy, and “opened the way to the creation of an independent Kurdish state.” 

 

Assessing Indicator-Based Foreign Aid: In a panel discussion last week on 

indicator-based competition as a means of distributing foreign aid, panelists Simeon 

Djankov of the World Bank’s Doing Business indicator series, Aart Kraay  of the 

Development Research Group, Guido Schmidt-Traub of the United Nations 

Development Program’s Bureau for Development Policy, and Sherri Kraham of 

MCC addressed the advantages and disadvantages of indicator-based competition and 
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discussed the implications for government reform in foreign nations. For POMED’s 

notes on the discussion, click here. 

 

Continued Debate on the Future of Pakistan: Some continued to debate whether 

Benazir Bhutto was a “beacon of democracy or a corrupt opportunist,” with some 

characterizing her as exercising power in an “autocratic style.” Many in Washington 

criticized her legacy, her son Bilawal Bhutto Zardari  and her husband Asif Ali 

Zardari,  as representing “dynastic politics that do not promote democracy,” and 

worry about the Pakistani military’s resentment of the Bhutto family’s Pakistan 

People Party since its inception. While the debate in Washington continued as to 

whether democratic reform can be realistically achieved with President Pervez 

Musharraf  overseeing Pakistani elections, others discussed the failure of US policy 

toward Pakistan prior to the Bhutto assassination. Meanwhile, CIA Director Michael 

Hayden announced that al-Qaeda members and fighters allied with Pakistani tribal 

leader Baitullah Mehsud are responsible for the Bhutto assassination, and that this 

alliance of local and international terrorists also poses a grave threat to President 

Musharraf .  

 

Presidential Candidates and Foreign Policy:  This in-depth look at the candidates’ 

stances on Middle East policy led one analyst to conclude that Obama offers a 

“decidedly mixed bag” of ideas.  Another observer aimed some sharp criticism 

toward Mike Huckabeeôs foreign policy, while another argued that Huckabee would 

“stop supporting secular tyrannies in the Muslim world that in turn produce jihadists.” 

Some believe that no candidate yet recognizes that the U.S. will forever be unable to 

polish its image in the world while fighting terrorism with methods that constitute a 

“major source of international resentment.” Among suggestions for the next President 

regarding Pakistan, one analyst noted that support for grassroots NGOs focused on 

human rights and other democratic institutions is the best way to bring about 

democracy in that nation. Some argued that Pakistan itself can positively affect the 

ongoing debates within the U.S. presidential election campaign, while another 

pleaded for more seriousness in the campaign debates over Pakistan. Many wondered 

whether Bush’s successor will seek to carry out his vision of democratic change.  

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

Last week marked the release of Freedom in the World 2008, the annual survey of 

political rights and civil liberties published by Freedom House. The survey consists of 

a 3 to 7 page report for each state and disputed territory in the world, along 

with numerical scores representing the levels of political rights and civil liberties on a 

scale from 1 (most free) to 7 (least free). This year’s report opens by declaring that, 

“The year 2007 was marked by a notable setback for global freedom,” and adding, 

“In all, nearly four times as many countries showed declines during the year as 

registered improvement,” and that “The period of modest gains that had marked the 

political landscape of the Middle East in the post-9/11 period came to an end in 

2007.”  See the Freedom House press release, explanatory essay, and set of tables and 

graphs for more detail.  
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In the Middle East 
 

Iraqi Law Attempts óRe-Baathificationô: After a law was passed last week by the 

Iraqi Parliament allowing former Baath Party members back into the government, 

some worried about its many caveats and loopholes that could potentially “exclude 

more former Baathists than it lets back in,” while Condoleeza Rice on a surprise trip 

to Baghdad characterized the law instead as ”clearly a step forward for national 

reconciliation.” Many in Washington concurred with President Bush that the new 

Justice and Accountability Law has hope and that it is “an important step toward 

reconciliation,” while others disagreed, contending that “…parliament’s version of 

this law was spearheaded by Sadrists, and the ex-Baathists in parliament criticized it.” 

Many write that this will contribute to the growing fragmentation within Iraq and 

warned against portioning the state, while others noted that the law will have little 

significance if the West continues to ignore problems of civil liberties. 

 

Aoun and Yet Another Possible Deal in Lebanon: In continued discussion on the 

recent Arab League proposal to divide the Lebanese cabinet into three groups, one 

analyst noted resistance from the opposition to the deal, stating that ”Hizbullah is still 

insisting on a veto of its own, while Aoun is now championing a one-man one-vote, 

power to the people scenario, which makes one wonder whether he is the sole 

remaining obstacle to an otherwise satisfactory deal for the Syrians.” Many accused 

Lebanese Parliament Member Michel Aoun of stalling the presidential crisis in hopes 

of gaining enough support to be elected. Arab League chief Amr Moussa said “It is 

not an issue of numbers or percentages. Things will not advance in the absence of true 

political will to end the crisis." One observer commented on the student elections held 

this month at the American University of Beirut (AUB), noting with dismay 

that AUB students “decided to simply reproduce the more disturbing aspects of 

Lebanese political culture and take sides with either the March 8 or the March 14 

camps,” concluding that “there exists a system that ensures that no one remains free 

from Lebanon’s stalemated politics.” 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

The Economist has this fascinating look at widespread discontent in the Arab world.  

While acknowledging the great diversity among the 300 million Arabs, the article 

asserts that “to travel through the Arab world right now is to experience a peculiar 

sameness of spirit...one of disgruntlement and doubt.”  The piece acknowledges that 

many frequently cited factors such as rapid population growth rates and weak public 

education systems contribute, but argues that “it is politics above all that shapes this 

generation's discontent.” 
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