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Our Mission

The Project on Middle East Democracy is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization
dedicated to examining the impact of American policy on political reform and
democratization in the Middle East. Through dialogue, policy analysis, and advocacy, we
hope to promote understanding of how genuine, authentic democracies can develop in
the Middle East and how the U.S. can best support that process.
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The Case for POMED

fter the fall of the Berlin Wall, promoting democracy abroad became a fundamental
A principle of American foreign policy. But in the Middle East, other economic,

geopolitical, and security concerns have often outweighed America’s interest in political
reform, leading the U.S. to strengthen friendly dictatorships rather than support democratization.
American economic aid, military assistance and diplomatic support help these authoritarian
governments repress demands for political participation from their own citizens.

Since the attacks of September 11, 2001, there has AThe West, and
been a growing realization that our national security | United States, needs to change the
cannot be bought from friendly autocrats; it must be | incentives created by present

earned by supporting human rights, civil liberties, foreign policy so as to facilitate, not
and democratic aspirations. Despite President discourage, democratic

Bush’s dramatic rhetorical shift towards a “forward develop ment i n the
strategy of freedom,” U.S. support for democracy in — Noah Feldman

the Middle East is waning. The Iraq war has sapped
enthusiasm for “democracy promotion” among Americans and Middle Easterners alike. At the
same time, the administration has used democracy selectively, turning a blind eye to the
repressive acts of friendly autocrats while using “democracy” as a weapon to threaten our
enemies. The U.S. must act now to regain its credibility on democracy by consistently and
peacefully supporting democratic reform.

In order to institutionalize the promotion of democracy as a top priority in American policy
towards the Middle East, there is an urgent need to rigorously examine America’s actual and
potential impact on political reform in the region.

POMED'" s Uni que Advocacy Niche

hile there are numerous advocacy groups influencing American policy toward the
Middle East, few have consistently and credibly called for the U.S. to support

genuine, authentic democratic reform in the region. Other organizations occasionally
urge America to support democracy for instrumental reasons, but such advocacy is neither
persuasive nor enduring. Democracy should not be so frequently subordinated to other interests
that speak with greater power or contribute more money; it is both a moral imperative that
deserves to be considered on its own merits and a
fi Po | ifreedoroiad part of human fundamental concern for American national
freedom in general, and exercising civil | security.
and political rights is a crucial part of

good lives of individuals as social The members of POMED are dedicated to
beings. 0 organizing an influential constituency for
— Amartya Sen democracy and bringing its voice to bear on

American policy towards the Middle East.



Principles

Democracy is an inalienable right. Every political community has the right to govern itself
democratically through free, fair and open processes and institutions.

Democracy functions differently in every country in which it is practiced. This diversity is a
central reason why democracy is a universal value and can be adopted successfully by any
society. Each country’s citizens, through deliberative processes, have the right to determine the
specific nature of their democracy.

ASixty years of Western nations

America’'s fundamental va éxéhs‘?néan&a@cémlmodétir?g"the 1
support democracy. America was founded on the lack of freedom in the Middle
principles of democratic governance and freedom of East did nothing to make us safe
expression, yet its policy towards the Middle East has i because in the long run,

often sacrificed democracy at the altar of other interests. stability cannot be purchased at
To be true to its basic principles, America must the expense of
consistently and credibly support democracy abroad. — George W. Bush

Supporting democracy in the Middle East is in
Ame r i c aterm inter@sh @ontinued support for the Middle East’s authoritarian status quo
will jeopardize American national security and economic interests. While genuinely promoting
democracy requires the courage to bear short-term risks, free and open political processes will
ultimately reduce incentives to resort to violence.

The U.S. cannot be neutral on democracy in the Middle East. The billions of dollars the U.S.
provides to Middle Eastern governments each year in economic aid and military assistance
reflect America’s substantial and enduring interests in the region and preclude any pretense of
neutrality on democracy. The U.S. must carefully examine the consequences of its actions on
political reform.

The U.S. has the potential to make a positive impact on democratization in the Middle East.

America has a credibility gap on democracy because it often tolerates authoritarian behavior by
friendly regimes while calling for democracy and regime change in unfriendly ones. By
consistently supporting democracy, America will

NThe United St at el pegintoovercome this legacy and repair its
problem of credibility in asserting itself credibility gap.

as a pro-democratic actor in the Middle
East. Confronted with the notion that
the Bush administration is now
committed to democracy in the region,
many Arabs react with incredulity,
resent ment , and d
—Thomas Carothers

The U.S. must respect democratic outcomes. In
the short term, free and fair elections may result in
some governments that are less favorable to U.S.
interests. Regardless, America must respect
democratic processes. The long-term benefits of
improved credibility and democracy outweigh the
short-term costs.

Democracy cannot be imposed. Engagement through peaceful means, such as dialogue and
diplomacy, is the only legitimate and effective way to promote democracy in the region. The
U.S. can and will help but, ultimately, stable and secure democracies in the Middle East can only
be built from within.



Activities
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0 accomplish its mission, POMED fosters dialogue on political reform and democracy
between and among Americans and Middle Easterners. Activities in this regard include
but are not limited to:

Organizing conferences in the Middle East between young Americans and Middle
Easterners to discuss effective strategies for reform

Conducting panel discussions and debates in Washington that facilitate and encourage the
exchange of ideas about America’s impact on political reform and democracy

Distributing a newsletter featuring articles from expert contributors

Publishing opinion articles that explore and offer innovative approaches to democracy
promotion

Second, POMED provides accurate and thorough research and analysis to legislators,
policymakers and democratic development practitioners. This involves:

T
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Continuing to publish our blog, the “POMED Wire,” and our “Weekly Wire,” which
analyze U.S. legislation and policy impacting political reform in the Middle East

Writing country and issue background papers on topics of interest to legislators and
policymakers

Organizing informational briefings and events by POMED staff and Policy Associates for
members of Congress and their staff

Third, POMED advocates a consistent and credible pro-democracy foreign policy towards
the Middle East, which includes:

T

Discussing the consequences of relevant legislation with legislators, congressional staff,
executive branch officials, and other interested parties, and encourage them to support
democratic reform in the Middle East

Suggesting topics, witnesses and questions for Congressional committee hearings on
topics related to reform in the Middle East

Providing staff support to legislators who are engaged in supporting democracy

POMEDGs Accompl i shment s

In the spring of 2007, POMED conducted three conferences bringing together young
Americans and Middle Easterners in Jordan, Egypt and Morocco. The participants in each
conference jointly developed recommendations on how to strengthen democracy in the
Middle East and America’s support for it. The conferences were covered in the Christian
Science Monitor, al-Jazeera satellite television, the Jordan Times, Egypt’s Daily Star, as
well as several Arabic-language daily newspapers.

Since spring 2005, POMED has conducted eight panel discussions in Washington DC on
American policy toward political reform in the Middle East. Speakers have included:

1 Les Campbell, MENA Director, National Democratic Institute

1 Anwar Ibrahim, Former Deputy Prime Minister, Malaysia

1 Edward Walker, Former Asst. Secretary of State for Near East Affairs




Who We Are

he members of the Project on Middle East Democracy (POMED) are young professionals

and practitioners with interest and experience in the Middle East. They have a wide

range of professional backgrounds, including policy advocacy, legislative research,
political campaigning, and international nonprofit work. POMED is nonpartisan and includes
members from a diverse ideological spectrum brought together by their desire for change in
American foreign policy that facilitates the growth of democracy in the Middle East.

Advisory Board

Members of POMED’s Advisory Board lend strategic and developmental expertise and guidance
to the organization. The Advisory Board includes individuals who have demonstrated a
commitment to supporting democracy in the Middle East and/or to examining America’s impact
on political reform in the region.

POMED’s Advisory Board includes:

E Dr. Michele Dunne
Editor, Arab Reform Bulletin, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
E Dr. Mary Gray
Chair, Board of Directors, AMIDEAST
Fmr. Chair, Board of Directors, Amnesty International USA
E Dr. Saad Eddin Ibrahim
Founder, Ibn Khaldun Center for Development Studies
E Dr. Noah Feldman
Professor of Law, New York University
Author, After Jihad: America and the Struggle for Islamic Democracy

How You Can Help

POMED seeks committed supporters to join the organization as volunteer staff; donate resources
or services; and/or contribute funds to sustain and expand our activities. POMED also seeks
institutional allies who would be interested in creating partnerships to collaborate on common
goals.

AiDemocratic devel opment in
does elsewhere, on internal debates about national identity,
interests, values and purpose. The difference between
democracy and the status quo is that decisions will flow from
the many, not just the few. This does not guarantee that we
will agree with those decisions or that they will be the right
ones, only that they wil/|
— Madeleine Albright

POMED is incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in Washington, D.C.



