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Legislation 

 

On Monday, H.R. 1585, the Defense Authorization bill for fiscal year 2008, was passed by a 

92-3 vote in Senate.  Amendments of note include the Kyl-Lieberman amendment on Iran, 

urging the designation of the Iran Revolutionary Guard Corps as a foreign terrorist 

organization, as well as the Biden amendment on federalism in Iraq.   

 

On Monday, H.R. 3728, sponsored by Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney (D-NY), to express United 

States foreign policy with respect to, and to strengthen United States advocacy on behalf of, 

individuals persecuted and denied their rights in foreign countries on account of gender, and 

for other purposes, was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on 

Financial Services, and Committee on the Judiciary. 

 

On Tuesday, S. 2130, sponsored by Sen. Robert P. Casey, Jr. (D-PA), to express the sense 

of the Senate on the need for a comprehensive diplomatic offensive to help broker national 

reconciliation efforts in Iraq and lay the foundation for the eventual redeployment of United 

States combat forces, was referred to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 

 

On Wednesday, H.CON.RES.203, sponsored by Rep. Mark Steven Kirk (R-IL), 

condemning the persecution of labor rights advocates in Iran, was referred to the Senate 

Committee on Foreign Relations. 

 

On Wednesday, S.AMDT.3164 to H.R. 3222, sponsored by Sen. Russell D. Feingold (D-

WI), to safely redeploy United States troops from Iraq, failing to achieve the required 60 

votes in the affirmative, was withdrawn in Senate. 

 

On Thursday, H.CON.RES.228, sponsored by Rep. Adam B. Schiff (D-CA), expressing the 

sense of Congress with respect to countries that withdraw from the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.  

The bill calls for a UN Security Council Resolution that continues to hold countries that 

withdraw from the Treaty accountable for violations of its provisions.   
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On Thursday, H.R. 2740, sponsored by Rep. David Price (D-NC), requiring accountability 

for contractors and contract personnel under Federal contracts, was passed by a 339-30 vote 

in the House, and referred to the Senate on Friday.  Passed amidst the controversy over the 

killing of Iraqi civilians by Blackwater, the bill would make private contractors operating 

outside the United States in an area where the U.S. Armed Forces are conducting a 

contingency operation subject to punishment for crimes that would warrant imprisonment of 

more than one year if committed inside the U.S.   

 

Committee Hearings 

 

The Armed Services Committee (House 10/4): The Oversight and Investigations 

Subcommittee held a hearing to receive testimony on the role of the Department of Defense 

in Provincial Reconstruction Teams in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Witnesses were: Mr. Mitchell 

Shivers, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense, Central Asia Affairs, Office of the Secretary 

of Defense (Policy); Major General Bobby J. Wilkes, USAF, Deputy Director for Politico-

Military Affairs (Asia), Strategic Plans and Policy, The Joint Staff; Mr. Mark Kimmitt , 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense, Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs, Office of the 

Secretary of Defense; and Colonel (Promotable) Ralph O. Baker, USA, Deputy Director 

for Politico-Military Affairs (Middle East), Strategic Plans and Policy, The Joint Staff. 

Chairman Vic Snyder (D-AR) gave an opening statement. 

 

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 10/4): Subcommittee on the Middle East and 

South Asia held a hearing entitled “Counternarcotics Strategy and Police Training in 

Afghanistan.” The Honorable Thomas Schweich, Coordinator for Counternarcotics and 

Justice Reform in Afghanistan, U.S. Department of State, and Mr. Mark Schneider , Senior 

Vice President, International Crisis Group, provided testimony.  Chairman Gary L 

Ackerman (D-NY) gave an opening statement.  Click here for POMED’s hearing notes. 

 

The Oversight and Government Reform Committee (House 10/4) held a hearing to 

evaluate the status of corruption in the Iraqi government and whether U.S. government 

efforts to address this continuing problem have been adequate.  The witnesses were: Judge 

Radhi Hamza al-Radhi, former head of the Iraqi Commission on Public Integrity; Mr. 

David Walker , Comptroller General of the United States; Mr. Stuart Bowen, Special 

Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction; Ambassador Larry Butler , Deputy Assistant 

Secretary for Near East Affairs, U.S. Department of State; and Ms. Claudia Rosett, 

Journalist-in-Residence, Foundation for Defense of Democracies.  Chairman Henry A. 

Waxman (D-CA) gave an opening statement.  Click here for POMED’s hearing notes.  

 

In the Middle East 

 

Pakistanôs Presidential Elections: On Saturday President Musharraf won the presidential 

election, but a boycott by the opposition and a pending decision from the Supreme Court 

concerning Musharraf’s eligibility to stand for election while in uniform mars the victory. 

Last week, more than 80 opposition members of Pakistan’s parliament resigned to protest 

Musharraf’s re-election bid. Musharraf has vowed to quit as army chief and has shown his 

commitment to give up his uniform by appointing Lieutenant-General Ashfaq Parvez 
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Kayani as his successor. Musharraf who once had “de facto legitimacy” with the Pakistani 

public is now “moving heaven and earth to hold on to political office.” He is trying to form a 

partnership with Benazir Bhutto, the head of one of the two largest democratic parties, and 

Nawaz Sharif, who is positioning himself as “Pakistan's genuine champion of democracy.”  

 

Evaluating Egypt: A "blisteringly critical report on political trends" by Freedom House 

coincides with “fresh evidence that Egypt's economic and investment reform program has 

been one of the most striking success stories in recent Arab history" demonstrates that 

Egypt’s “impressive capacity for real economic and administrative reform” needs to be 

reconciled with its authoritarian political system. Egyptian officials continue to use 

“detentions and legal changes” to neutralize the Muslim Brotherhood, which some argue is 

the “country’s last surviving major political movement.” Yet, workers at Egypt's largest 

textile mill were successful at organizing a sit-in rally to bring attention to low wages. Also, 

one commentator highlighted that “relying on the strong relations with Egypt’s dictator as a 

substitute for building bridges of understanding with the Egyptian people is a strategic 

mistake” that spreads anti-Americanism.  

 

Tunisia - Gains and Setbacks: Tunisiaôs Ambassador, Mohamed Nejib Hachana, points 

to policies that “ let the Tunisian people freely elect their representatives in the legislative 

bodies and in presidential elections” as evidence of the political reforms being taken to bring 

hope to Tunisians and to thwart the influence of al-Qaeda extremists bent on turning the 

secular nation into an anti-Western Islamic republic. However, last week a Tunisian court 

decision to evict the Progressive Democratic Party’s weekly Al-Mawkif from their premises 

is being called “politically motivated.”  

 

Prospects for Israeli and Palestinian Peace: Discussions about the chances for peace 

between the Israeli and the Palestinian people has spurred one analyst to argue that “a two-

state solution that does not recognize the right of both peoples to self-determination would be 

a dangerous and unstable solution for both peoples, and for the entire region.” Another factor 

that may undermine reconciliation is the controversial E-1 bloc which will now be the 

headquarters to the Samaria and Judea District Police, feared to be the first step toward 

resuming work on settlement housing units. Also, there were rumors last week that “Hamas 

spokesman Ghazi Hamad and Ismail Haniya advisor, Ahmed Yussuf, held direct talks 

with Israel’s Deputy Defense Minister Matan Vilnai to discuss relaxing the siege and 

expanding the ceasefire.” Moreover, the Minister of National Infrastructure Benjamin 

Ben-Eliezer is now lobbying for the release of Marwan Barghouti , the young and 

charismatic leader of Fatah, who he arrested in 2002.  

 

Arab Media: Commentators highlight that Saudi Arabia’s control of the media and "harsh 

punishments on those that do not portray a rose-tinted view of the royal family and the 

kingdom” are mechanisms to ensure “Riyadh’s political and economic clout and the survival 

of the Royal family as a leading player in the region’s power politics.” Also, some remark on 

the independent press and the ongoing confrontation between those that “complain that press 

freedom is being curtailed and those that complain such freedom is being abused.” 

   

Also Worth Reading 
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"Recovering from Arab Spring Fever", a roundtable sponsored by The Carnegie Endowment 

for International Peace and The National Interest discussed changing views in the Middle 

East on transitions to democracy, U.S. policy, and Islamism. The event featured Nathan 

Brown, Amr Hamzawy, and Suzanne Maloney, moderated by Nikolas Gvosdev.  

 

In Washington 

 

Congress Takes on Iraq: Following recent passage of the Biden-Lieberman amendment 

on federalism in Iraq, one analyst said that the "soft partition" of Iraq plan was an “act of 

national dismemberment” and “not something that Americans should recommend.” The 

partition plan is also a rare subject of agreement among Shi’a and Sunni political parties in 

Iraq who are criticizing the plan.  However, Senator Biden defended the amendment as 

promoting  “a political settlement based on decentralized power-sharing” and not an attempt 

to “partition or divide Iraq by intimidation, force or other means.” Some now see the debate 

over Iraq as now being “about when and how fast, not whether, the United States will 

withdraw from Iraq,” and one critic says that President Bushôs mantra “that we will stay in 

that country for as long as it takes to get the job done” ignores everything we've learned 

about civil wars since World War II.” The House Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform held a hearing, after it had been repeatedly postponed, entitled “Assessing the State 

of Iraqi Corruption,” in which Iraqi ex-Judge Radhi al-Rahdi was a witness. It also held a 

hearing on "Private Security Contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan." 

 

Democracy Promotion: A new multilateral democracy initiative called the "Partnership for 

Democratic Governance" (PDG) aims to support new or fragile democracies, as well as states 

emerging from conflict. One pundit compared President Bushôs policies to "5 Simple Rules 

for Democracy Promotion" and noted where the President had been making mistakes. Also, 

another article addressed the argument that democracy promotion in the Middle East is 

“unwise,” and explained that this type of thinking “ignores what is happening in the region, 

is out of touch with how democracy typically emerges, and leads to a harmful instrumentalist 

approach to democracy promotion.” Others discussed the future of neo-conservatism and the 

movement’s two vital issues, "whether and how the U.S. should try to spread democracy in 

the Middle East, and whether we should be engaged in a war against terrorism."  

 

Dealing with Iran: The recent passage of the Kyl-Lieberman amendment, including the 

controversial labeling of the Iran Revolutionary Guard Corps as a foreign terrorist 

organization, has drawn a reciprocal legislative response from Iran. Critics respond to an 

earlier article titled “The Case for Bombing Iran” and take issue with the claim of the 

imminent danger posed by Iran. Some claim that the Bush administration is increasingly 

planning for a military confrontation with Iran, whereas others say the administrations tough 

rhetoric contrasts with its limited action towards Iran. Also, this compilation of excerpts from 

Iranian blogs addresses President Ahmadinejad’s speech at Columbia University.   

 

Preparing for the November Peace Conference: Washington pundits offer their 

“constructive ideas” for the upcoming November Arab-Israeli peace conference. Some 

caution against "defining success only in terms of the document," and instead advise that the 
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document “should unveil a credible follow-up process, develop the regional dimension in 

terms of Arab involvement in the peace process, and produce deliverables that ground any 

diplomatic outcome in reality.”  

 

U.S. Congress Attends to Armenian and Turkish History: The House Foreign Affairs 

Committee announced that the upcoming  markup of H. Res. 106, "Affirmation of the U.S. 

Record on the Armenian Genocide," and an unnumbered bill listed on the committee website 

which condemns the terrorist organization known as the PKK and supports Turkey's struggle 

against the organization. Some are highly critical of the non-binding resolution on the 

Armenian Genocide and say it is putting a strain on U.S. ties with a key Muslim ally. 

Recently the Turkish Foreign Minister Ali Babacan addressed this issue saying, “Turkey's 

strategic partnership with the United States are facing risks from the terrorist threat posed by 

the outlawed PKK in Iraq and resolutions pending in the US Congress on Armenian claims.”  

 

State Department Launches New Blog, "Dipnote": Last week, the State Department 

launched its first blog, Dipnote. The Department hopes that Dipnote will start a dialogue with 

the public, will provide a window into their work, and give readers a chance to be active 

participants in "a community focused on some of the great issues of our world today." The 

blog is said to take the reader "behind the scenes at the State Department" and will attempt to 

"break through some of the jargon and talk about how we operate around the world."  

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

A U.S. Congressional Service Report released recently analyzes the state of global arms 

transfers from 2003-2006 and reports that the U.S. continues to lead the world in arms 

transfer agreements and deliveries to developing nations, with Russia and the UK coming in 

2nd and 3rd, respectively. Among the statistics relevant to the Middle East: 1) Pakistan ranks 

first among recipients of such weapons transfers, including recent purchases of 34 F-16 

fighter aircraft. 2) "The position of Saudi Arabia as principal arms purchaser in the Persian 

Gulf Region has been re-established," with agreements valued at 12.4 billion in the period 

studied. 3) Egypt purchased 4.3 billion in arms from the U.S.; Israel purchased 3 billion from 

the U.S. 5) Chinese and Russian arms transfer agreements with Iran have increased since the 

1999-2002 period.  
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