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Legislation

On Monday, S.1839, sponsored by Sen. Joseph R. Biden, JiD-DE), to require periodic
reports on claims related to acts of terrorism against Americans perpetrated or supported by
the Government of Libya, was held at the desk awaiting consideration of House amendments.
This bill directs the Secretary of State to report unresolved claims by U.S. nationals against
the government of Libya for personal injury or death caused by acts of torture, extrajudicial
killing, aircraft sabotage, hostage taking, or the aiding of such acts by Libyan agents.

On Tuesday, the House Committee on Foreign Affairs unanimously agreed to seek
consideration under suspension of the rules for H.RES.435, sponsored by Rep. Ron Klein
(D-FL), expressing concern relating to the threatening behavior of the Iranian regime and its
leader Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and the activities of terrorist organizations sponsored by that
regime in Latin America.

On Tuesday, H.RES.769, sponsored by Rep. Virginia Foxx (R-NC), congratulating the
government and people of Turkey as they celebrate Republic Day and for other purposes,
was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

On Tuesday, H.R.3938, sponsored by Rep. John D. Dingell(D-Ml), to repeal the
Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Irag Resolution of 2002 (Public Law 107-
243) and to require the withdrawal of the United States Armed Forces in Irag, was referred to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on Armed Services.

On Thursday, S.RES.356, sponsored by Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL), affirming that any
offensive military action taken against Iran must be explicitly approved by Congress before
such action may be initiated, was referred to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

On Thursday, S.2243 [text not yet available], sponsored by Sen. Arlen Specter(R-PA), to
strongly encourage the Government of Saudi Arabia to end its support for institutions that
fund, train, incite, encourage, or in any other way aid and abet terrorism, to secure full Saudi
cooperation in the investigation of terrorist incidents, to denounce Saudi sponsorship of
extremist Wahhabi ideology, and for other purposes, was referred to the Senate Committee
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on Foreign Relations. This is the Senate version of the Saudi Arabia Accountability Act of
2007, introduced in the House in July as H.R. 2976. Sen. Specter introduced similar bills in
the Senate in 2003 and 2005, neither of which were marked up in Committee.

Committee Hearings

The Committee on Foreign Affairs(House 10/23): Subcommittee on the Mddle East

and South Asiaheld ahearingent i t 1l ed —l ran SanctPhtimdls and Re
Gordon, Ph.D., Senior Fellow for U.S. Foreign Policy, Foreign Policy Studies Program, The

Brookings Institution, and [lan Berman, Vice President for Policy, American Foreign Policy

Council, testified. Chairman Gary L. Ackerman (D-NY) made opening remarks. For

POMED’ s cliokddree s ,

The Committee on Foregn Affairs (House 10/23): held a markup for several bills,
including H.R.2332, the Syria Accountability & Liberation Act, and H.Res.435, expressing
concern for Iran’s threat ®OME®’' IBelnkahgreesr, i n L

The Committee on Foreign Affairs(House 10/24): held a hearinge nt i t |.Boleey in—U. S

t he Middl e Eas€ondbleezzé RigeSedfetany af Stadep).SeDepartment of

State testified. Chairman Tom Lantos(D-CA) made opening remarks.
notes, click here.

The Committee on Oversight and Government RefornfHouse 10/25): held a hearing
entitled —The State Depart me @dndorerzzh Ricehe | r aq
testified. Chairman Henry A. Waxman (D-CA) made opening remar k s . For POMED’
notes, click here.

In Washington

New Sanctions on Iran Last week, the US announced new sanctions against Iran that

designate the Quds force of the Revolutionary Guard and four state-owned Iranian banks as

supporters of terrorism. Pundits are discussing the meaning of the new sanctions. Some argue

that the sanctions will only be effective —as part of a gwoaepte ehensi ve
diplomatic leverage,landthat—T he Uni ted States should be r af
Iran, but at the same time it should be maximizing the opportunities for agreement. IOthers

wa r n |ftthis diplomatic offensive fails, President Bush or his successor is likely to face a

choice between accepting Iran's acquisition of the means to build nuclear weapons and

ordering military strikes to destroy its fac
condemned the sanctions as —-doomed to failure. IVice President Dick Cheneysaid in a

speech that gseriowaconsequencedll d i ff a medbortiruederyits present

course. Meanwhile, the $75 million in U.S. government aid for civil society in Iran continued

to gain the support of some and the opposition of others.
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Discussing the Difficulties in LebanonThe Washington Institute on Near East Policy
discussed remarks by Walid Jumblatt, the outgoing Lebanese leader of the Progressive
Socialist Party, in which (in the context of discussing Syrian interference with Lebanese
politics) he said "I don't want to be a diplomat today — if you could send car bombs to
Damascus, thenwhynot?" J umb | at t al soup attengts couddde carrledaotit by—
Syria's allies in Lebanon and of Hizbullah's aspiration to change the infrastructure of the
country wusing its weapons. |

Views onFeminism, Islam, and Democracy in Turkey:The Wilson Center hosted a
lecture by Nigar Goksel, a senior analyst with the European Stability Initiative, about the
changing situation for women in Turkey. Goksel pointed out that while women have been a
key voting base for the Islamist parties and helped to mobilize voters, they were not well
incorporated into the parties.

Also Worth Reading

Mother Jonespublished a wide range of interviews on the moral and logistical dilemmas of
getting out of Irag, asking "which comes first—withdrawal, a functioning Iraqi government,
or a solid international peacekeeping force?" A diverse set of interviewees (more than 25 in
total) include Rep. Ike Skelton (D-MO), Iragi VP Tarig al-Hashimi, Peace Action's Kevin
Martin , Petraeus Advisor H.R. McMaster, General Anthony Zinni, and Kristele Younes
of Refugees International.

In the Middle East

Where Iran Stands Now:According to one critic, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejadis

losing political strength, notingthat —A h madi nej ad may be making in
statements, but he does not have the authority to act on them. Indeed, only a military

confrontation with the US can bring him back to the center of decision-ma k i rfngddition,

AliLarijani, | ran’ s ¢ hi e fesigned fooin leisgpasition, er gnohe viea af o r

some, -Ali Larijani has essentially been fired by Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, |l

signaling —a victory for the hard-line president that could push the country into an even more

defiant position in its standoff with the Wes t . |l Ot hers view the resic
ofi n c r e @ssoid anmng Hanian policy-makers. In redponse to the resignation, more

than 180 Iranian members of Parliament have signed a letter praising Mr. Larijani's

performance as a nuclear negotiator.

Turkey, Iraqg, & the PKK: Iraqgi officials held high level talks with the Turkish government

to try to avert an attack by Turkey’s milit a
rebels, the PKK. Some say —t hi sprollemthe st cr i si
Bush administration failed to plan for before its misguided invasion — and one more

probl em it urgently needs to deal with as par
critic i n suppor t BushfAdntinistrateon ded sesy dittlettoiadolresstrea i d —t h
situationbef or e it spiral ed o ushouldaffTurkestormlitaryo | . |l Ot h

operation succeed, it could excite a land-grab mentality that could draw in Iran and further
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destabilizing the region and would incite waves of anti-Turkish terrorism. The US is now

putting pressur e odplofaticfud @wtpressi d wa p pnl iumdg i & h—I
to dissuade them from attacking the PKK. However, one observer argues that "Strikes against

the PKK will not bring peace" unless America promotes the rights of Kurdish Turks™ because

Kurdish Turks have "no rights, no jobs, no hope." Also, a constitutional amendment package

which allows the president to be elected by the people instead of by Parliament and reduces

the president’s term in office from seven ye

Pakistan after the Bombings:The recent assassination attempt against former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto has rewarded her sympathy, but some argue that despite this
increase in support for her political party,th e Paki st an Peprghdblg' s Party

cannot win an outright majorityl dur i ng upcoming elections in
analyst offered his answers to the quest i oWhy is Bhutto so populari f she’ s proven
to be corrupt and ineffective?l Al so, one cr
inwhichs h e demogracy can save Pakistan from the politics of extremism, I i n whi ¢ h

responds Therealpanyof aH this is that Pakistan's politics has little history of
peaceful democracy, and BenazirBhut t o surely knows this.|

Mapping Out the Future of Iraq: According to one analyst, the measure, co-sponsored by

Sen. Joe Biderand Sen. Sam Brownbacko acknowledge that Irag has broken up and

cannot be put back togetheri s a —b et t er oShittecioliwar.. ahdlthat therea Sunn i
is |little alternative to part. tleadesintik Obser ve
Iragi Parliament are to meet to consider forming a committee to be made up of

representatives from various parties. The Iraqi Vice President Tareq aFHashemi'slraqi

Islamic Party issued a statement welcoming the formation of the Political Council for the

Iragi Resistance. Meanwhile, in the context of the newest bin Laden audiotape, some say bin

Laden is losing support in Irag. One analyst argues that, unlike the al-Jazeera version, the full

version of the bin Laden tape is much less negative about Irag than has been presented.

Tense Political Scene in LebanoriThe presidential election was delayed for the second
time until Nov. 12 to allow time to find a compromise candidate to succeed President Emile
Lahoud. U.N. Secretary General Ban Kimoon expressed worry that Lebanese militias
were arming to prepare for a "constitutional void" if parliament cannot agree on a new

president. Some say the current pcaedughtini cal st
the middle of all the feuds and contradictionsof t he Mi ddl e Eastl and t|
the deadline for electing a new president wi
remain paralyzed by thenever-e ndi ng r egi onal crisis.|I

Omani El ecti ons and B aOmanaelestighsstookplacpans i t i on Par

Saturday in which thousands of Omani voters poured into polling stations to cast their ballots
for elections they hoped could bring more women to the conservative monarchy's
consultative council. However, preliminary results showed the women candidates failing to

winanyseatss. One observer believes —the election
t hat —t he women candi dat es, faledsopvinlesuset hei r h e
they are not familiar to the people, unl i ke men who are active am

critic believes Bahr ai ml-Wefad Natiogatlslamic Saeigtya | oppo
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—has few clear gains to show from political participationll and warns that —d i

reported to be arising within the group. I

Debate over Israeli ConstitutionPundits debated whether Israel should adopt a formal,

writtenc onst i t ut i on . theSlagarsto demogacyeaid plainh attneder t he
current, unwritten constitution that is centered around the Basic Laws of Israel, noting that

the Basic Law on Human Freedom and Dignity omits the right to equality, the right of

freedom of expression, and the right of freedom of religion. Others said it was important to

d e t e r nthe haem ini pllacing-the subject of a constitution on the public agenda does not

out weigh the benefit.|I

Also Worth Reading

Foreign Policyfeatures an interview with Zbigniew Brzezinksi, in which the foreign policy
advisor discusses the upcoming Middle East Peace Conference, the need for engagement
with Iran, and his decision during the Carter administration to support the Afghan mujahedin
during the Cold War.
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